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The  Kootenay  Campaign 
of  Evangelism  and  Moral  Reform 


THE   FIELD 
irritory 

The  Kootenay  Campaign  was  carried  on  for  a  period 
of  o  r  two  months,  throughout  the  region  intiicated  by  tlie 
titlt.  The  district  of  the  Kootenay  extends  from  the  peak 
of  the  Rocky  Mountains  three  hundred  miles  westward,  and 
from  the  United  States  boundary,  two  hundred  miles  north- 
ward. Travellers  through  this  region  are  profoundly  im- 
pressed by  the  majesty  and  the  beauty  of  the  scenery,  as 
well  as  by  the  abundant  resources  of  mine  and  forest,  lake 
and  valley,  which  are  only  now  being  opened  for  use  and 
enjoyment,  thanks  to  the  skill  and  industry  of  man. 

Industries 

The  operations  at  present  being  carried  on,  include  a  very 
wide  field  of  activity,  viz.,  coal  mining,  chiefly  in  East  Koo- 
tenay ;  silver-lead  mining,  in  the  central  and  more  northerly 
part  of  the  territory  ;  copper  mining  in  the  boundary  country ; 
logging  and  lumbering  ;  fruit  ranching  in  the  Kootenay, 
Columbia  and  other  valleys  ;  farming,  not  to  a  very  large 
extent  ;  and  in  addition  the  manifold  tasks  i  .nnected  with 
the  great  railway  enterprises,  together  with  the  amount  of 
trade  nd  business  required  by  the  necessities  of  commercial 
and  social  life. 


Population 

The  population  Oi  the  district,  >mountinp  to  between 
forty  iind  fifty  thousand,  exhibits  a  great  variety  of  nitionali- 
ties.  In  sfjme  quarters,  as  much  as  60'  ,j  is  of  foreign  origin, 
Italians  and  Slavs  predominating  ;  while  in  the  boundary 
country  there  is  a  large  influx  of  men  from  the  United  States. 
The  inhabitants  are  not  spread,  as  in  farming  communities, 
over  a  wide  expanse  of  land,  but  are,  for  the  most  part, 
massed  together  at  definite  points,  where  labor  is  required. 
The  territory  contains,  accordingly,  a  number  of  cities,  towns, 
and  villages,  none  of  them  very  populous.  Nelson,  the  largest, 
having  8,000.  It  deserves  notice,  too,  that  these  points  are 
often  separated  from  one  another,  both  by  distance  and 
geographical  conditions,  such  as  the  breadth  of  a  great  lake, 
or  the  barrier  of  a  mighty  mountain  wall.  The  people  in  the 
mining  sections  are  not  "  home  seekers."  They  have  conu-, 
drawn  by  the  lure  of  l:irge  wages  and  ptjssible  fortunes  in 
mining,  and  do   not    intend   to  settle. 

Rv.sultant  Features 

These  comlitions  fend  to  produce  in  the  life  of  the  com- 
munity such  results  as  intense  individualism  and  sectionalism, 
comparative  absem  e  of  a  public  opinion,  weakened  sense  of 
social  responsibility.  All  the  problems  of  the  "  growing 
time  "  of  a  new  Province  or  State  are  present  in  their  acutest 
form  ;  and  constitute  a  continual  appeal  to  the  interest  and 
energy  of  all  patrio^^ic  citizens  of  British  Columbia,  as  well 
as  the  sympathy  of  all  true  Canadians. 


Church  Work 

It  will  readily  be  understood  that  in  a  country  such  as 
this,  at  this  stage  of  its  history,  the  work  of  the  Christian 
Church  has  been  attended  with  very  grave  ditficulties.  The 
ministers  and  missionaries  have  been  few  in  number.     They 
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have  suffered  from  the  isolation  of  their  position.  They 
have  known  the  heart-sickness  which  comes  from  hope 
deferred,  and  the  absence  of  visible  success.  But  they  have 
never  made  pubHc  complaint.  They  have  held  heroically 
to  their  posts.  They  have  faithfully  proclaimed  the-  promises 
and  requirements  of  God.     They  have  asked   for   nothing 
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from  the  Eastern  Churches  but  more  men  and  more  prayer. 
The  issue  of  many  years  of  noble  and  efficient  services 
has  been  an  undoubted  quickening  of  the  moral  and  spiritual 
life  of  the  community.  The  visible  improvement  s  may  have 
been  slight,  but  it  is  certain  that  a  new  power  has  been  felt, 
and  a  new  hope  has  been  aroused,  within  the  last  year  or  two. 
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The  Request  of  the  Kootenay  Presbytery 

rhe  appeal  for  help,  accordingly,  which  was  addressed 
in  1906  by  the  Kootenay  Presbytery  to  the  Assembly's  newly 
instituted  Committee  on  Evangelism,  did  not  come  from 
discouraged  and  faithless  men,  but  from  servants  of  God, 
who  believed  in  His  power  and  had  known  His  loving-kindness . 
The  Campaign,  in.iugurated  in  response  to  this  appeal,  was  not 
an  attempt  to  do  what  had  been  neglected  or  abandoned.  It 
was  the  Church's  recognition  of  faithful  service,  the  culmi- 
nation of  labor  nobly  done. 


THE  WORK 

The  Preparation 

It  was  fully  understood,  both  by  the  members  of  the 
Kootenay  Presbytery,  and  by  the  members  of  the  Assembly's 
Committee,  that  the  sur<-  •  .  of  the  Campaign  would  depend, 
under  God,  on  the  kina  and  measure  of  preparation  for  it. 
Of  the  labors,  which  were  entailed  upon  the  Assembly's 
Committee,  it  is  not  needful  to  speak. 

It  is  important  to  dwell  on  the  preparation  made  on  the 
Field  itself. 

It  was  twofold,  (i)  Much  prayer  was  offered.  Without 
this,  the  Campaign  would  have  failed  utterly.  Some  of  the 
reports  emphasize  the  definiteness  of  the  prayer  thus  pre- 
sented to  God,  and  note  that  the  conversions  which  took 
place  were  often  those  of  persons  for  whom  definite  intei- 
cession  had  been  made.  Forms  of  prayer,  both  for  adults 
and  for  children,  were  prepared  by  the  Nelson  Executive, 
and  1,000  of  these  were  distributed.  Prayer  circles  were 
formed.  Appeals  for  sympathetic  prayer  were  sent  to  all  the 
Churches  throughout  the  Dominion,  and  to  friends  across 
the  sea.     Pla^-  were  devised  and  efforts  were  made,  in  an 


atmosphere  of  rrayer,  and  the  whole  work  was  carried  out  in 
deep  and  since  a  dependence  upon  Divine  power,  (a)  Those, 
who  thus  used  the  instrument  of  prayer,  did  not  deem  it  an 
inconsistency  to  make  the  most  careful  and  business-like 
arrangements  for  the  conduct  of  the  Campaign.  Executive 
Committees  were  formed,  and  these  were  subdivided  accord* 
ing  to  need.  Thus  we  hear  of  Committees  on  Finance, 
Praise,  Hospitality,  Advertising,  Prayer  and  Personal  Work. 
Following  the  principle  indicated  by  St.  Paul,  in  i  Cor.  i6  :  a  , 
all  hurry  and  bustle  were  avoided  when  the  spiritual  work 
of  the  Campaign  actually  t    'an. 

In  all  this  preparatory  work,  the  othe  hristian  denomi- 
nations, almost  without  exceptioa,  roraially  joined.  The 
Campaign  was  Presbyterian  in  its  '. .icfption,  and  for  obvious 
reasons,  the  general  guid  nee  of  i.,  .^js  necessarily  vested  in 
the  Assembly's  Commit  But  the  aim  of  the  Campaign 

Was  absolutely  undknominational  ;  and  the  operation  of  the 
Campaign  was  entirely  interdenominational.  The  workers 
knew  nothing,  save  Jesus  Christ  and  Him  crucified  ;  and 
cared  for  nothing,  save  to  lead  sinners  to  His  feet.  From 
this  Campaign  all  denominations  derived  oenefits  that  were 
proportionate  to  the  prayer  and  sacrifice  they  put  into  it.  The 
Presbyterian  Church  had  no  axe  of  its  own  to  grind.  It  was 
working  wholly  and  solely  for  the  Kingdom  and  glory  of  Gnd. 

It  ought  to  be  added  that  the  preparation  was  not 
equally  advanced  in  every  part  of  the  field,  and  the  results 
were  invariably  in  proportion  to  the  preparation.  The  need 
of  preparation,  of  the  most  careful  description,  is  in  con- 
sequence one  of  the  sure  inferences  from  the  experience  of 
the  Campaign. 
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The  Workers 

The  names  alike  of  the  Missionaries  and  of  the  Missioners 
are  given  in  the  addendum.     They  xall  into  three  classes  : 
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(i)  The  local  ministers,  missionaries,  church  officers, 
and  other  helpers.  These  gave  unstinted  and  loyal  service  ; 
and  without  their  guidance,  little  or  nothing  could  have 
been  effected. 


(2)  The  Chapman  Band.  The  members  of  this  Com- 
pany were  all  experienced  evangelists,  usually  serving  under 
the  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United 
States  (North).  The  head  of  the  Evangelistic  work  of  that 
Church  is  Dr.  J.  Wilbur  Chapman  ;  and  the  men  who  came 
to  help  us  were,  so  to  speak,  loaned  by  the  Committee,  of 
which  Mr.  John  H.  Converse  is  Chairman  and  Dr.  Chapman 
Secretary,  to  whom  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Canada  is 
under  a  heavy  debt  of  gratitude.  Of  the  Company  thus 
provided,  none  received  salary  from  us  save  only  those  whose 
service  lay  in  the  conduct  of  song,  and  in  special  help.  Mr. 
E.  G.  Chapman,  whose  services  in  directing  the  Campaign 
were  invaluable,  gave  up  his  annual  vacation  in  order  trt 
help  us. 

The  testimony  of  all  those,  among  whom  these  brethren 
labored,  cordially  recognizes  their  worth  and  efficiency. 
They  were  loyal  to  the  Churches.  They  set  themselves  to 
strengthen  the  local  congregations,  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  pastors  and  Christian  workers.  Their  work  was  charac- 
terized by  a  "  singular  absence  of  sensationalism,"  by  "  much 
deference  to  local  opinion,"  and  by  "  strong  good  sense." 
"  Both  men,"  says  one  report,  "  were  cultured  Christian 
gentlemen,  and  the  vehicle  of  the  Gospel  in  this  instance 
could  not  have  been  better  chosen."  Several  of  them  were 
experts  in  some  special  line  of  work,  e.g..  Children's  Services, 
with  the  aid  of  the  stereopticon  ;  or  work  among  working- 
men,  including  shop-meetings  at  the  noon  hour,  open  air 
preaching,  work  among  prisoners,  etc.  The  value  of  these 
specialized  forms  of  evangelism  was  convincingly  demon- 
strated in  the  Campaign. 
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(3)  The  Canadian  Volunteers.  Some  of  these  had 
already  had  some  experience  in  evangelistic  work.  One  or 
two  had  rendered  splendid  service  as  Home  Mission  Ministers 
in  the  Far  West.  But,  for  the  most  part,  they  were  wholly 
untried  in  this  kind  of  work.  Many  of  them  went  at  much 
personal  sacrifice,   though  they  did  not  consider  it  such. 


DIGGING    BLACK   DIAMONDS 
Coal  Minert  at  Work  Undersround 

They  surrendered  their  usual  summer  vacation.  Almost  all 
received  no  remuneration.  Every  man  of  them  went  with 
fear  and  trembling,  knowing  how  difficult  was  the  work — 
deeply  conscious  of  their  lack  of  experience.  But  God  was 
manifestly  with  them.  Not  one  failed.  Almost  all  proved 
to  be  evangelists  of  the  very  highest  order,  courageous,  wise, 
and    effective,    preaching   the   Gospel   with    simplicity   and 
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power,  and  devoting  themselves  unremittingly  to  personal 
work.  This  is  the  uniform  testimony  of  the  Kootenay 
people,  clergy  and  laity,  of  all  Churches. 

The  Methods 

This  aspect  of  the  subject  calls  for  little  remark.  Nothing 
unusual  or  dramatic  was  attempted.  Nothing  of  a  stereo- 
tjrped  or  conventional  kind  was  imposed  upon  the  missioners. 
The  nature  of  the  work  was  such  as  to  condemn  any  man  to 
failure  who  tried  merely  to  imitate  the  methods  of  some 
other  man,  however  famous  or  successful.  Each  worker  had 
to  employ  whatever  methods  he  felt  he  could  himself  use 
with  greatest  effect.  Work  in  the  Kootenay  has  ample  room 
for  individuality  and  originality.  The  following  points  in  the 
reports  may  be  briefly  noted  : 

(i)  The  Preaching.     "  Mr. preached  Christ,  our 

need  of  Him,  His  love,  and  longing  for  us,  a  manly,  common- 
sense  religiqn,   something  worth  having   here   and   nem." 

•«  jfr, preached  Christ  first,  last  and  all  the  time.    He 

presented  Him  from  every  point  of  view  ;  kept  presenting 
Him,  until  it  was  impossible  to  get  away  from  Him.  The 
only  impression  left  was  Christ  crucified.  It  was  wonderful 
the  drawing  power  that  old  theme  had,  backed  up  as  it  was 
by  a  man  who  had  the  Scriptures  at  his  finger  ends,  who  con- 
stantly kept  himself  in  the  backgicund,  and  presented  Christ 
from  the  Biblical  standpoint."  Tl;ese  testimonies  may  be 
taken  as  typical  of  all  the  preacher-  m  '.'.k  Campaign.  It  is 
worth  noting  that  the  preaching  whic'  I'd  the  work,  was 
strong,  virile,  intellectual,  ethical,  iloetri  ril  ;  with  a  singular 
absence  of  any  of  the  tricks  ot  style,  which  have,  unfor- 
tunately, too  often  been  associated  with  evangelistic  preach- 
ing. 

(a)  The  Service  of  Song.  Here,  of  course,  there  was 
much  variety.  What  might  suit  in  one  place  would  fail  in 
another.  There  can  be  no  question,  however,  as  to  the  power 
of  a  simple  melody  to  bring  home  some  definite  Gospel  con- 
ic 
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ception with  persuasion  and  delight.  It  was  impossible  to 
watch  an  audience  being  led  by  some  wise  musician,  and  to 
doubt  that  they  intensely  enjoyed  the  waves  of  sound,  on 
which  they  were  borne  toward  the  truth.  In  the  expetience 
of  every  Mission  there  were  constant  occasions  for  the  use  of 
song  rather  than  of  speech,  e.g.,  in  the  bunk-house,  the 
loggers'  camp,  on  the  railway  track,  or  in  the  forest  glade. 
There  is  no  uncertainty  in  the  reports  as  to  the  need  of  culti- 
vating this  branch  of  evangelistic  work.  The  tuneless 
Missioner  has  a  hard  time  of  it,  unless  he  have  a  tuneful 
colleague. 

(3)  The  Use  of  Tests.  The  "  penitents*  bench  "  was 
unknown.  There  was  no  whipping  and  spurring  of  the 
emotions.  Yet  most  of  the  missioners  employed  certain 
simple  means  of  calling  forth  definite  confession  of  Christ. 
►The  commonest  was  the  use  of  a  card,  of  which  the  following 
it  a  copy  : — 


"  Thk  Master  is  Come  and  Calleth  for  Thee." 

I  am  a  member  of  the  Church  elsewhere. 

It  18  my  purpose  to  unite  mth  the  Church  in  this  city. 

Name 

Address 

Church  preferred 


"Choose  You  this  Day  Whom  Ye  will  Serve." 

/  am  now  a  member  of  the  Church. 
I  accept  Christ  as  my  personal  Saviour,  and  hereby 
confess  Him. 

Name 

Address 

Church  preferred 


II 
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These  cards,  when  signed  and  filled  in,  were  handed  to 
the  pastors  of  the  churches  named,  who,  in  this  way,  were 
furnished  with  a  ready  means  of  approach  to  the  individuals 
designated. 


■-Ill 
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A  severer  te'^t  was  that  of  standing,  as  a  sign  of  surrender 
to  Christ.  The  use  of  this  in  some  instances  caused  the  entire 
population  to  take  to  the  "  tall  timbers  " — to  use  the  pic- 
turesque diction  of  one  aggrieved  evangelist.     Even  in  such 


n 
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The  Pioneer  Method  o(  Panenger  and  Freight  Traosportatioa 
in  the  Mountains 


a  case,  however,  the  result  was  not  faili  re.  The  people  c  -ne 
back,  and  those  who  stood  were  strengthened  by  "  enduring 
hardness." 
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(4)  Pe  lalWork.  This  is  e  crown  of  the  evangelists' 
labor.  It  is  absolutely  essential.  The  reports  are  full  of 
records,  some  of  v/hich  will  be  embodied  in  these  notes,  whi^h 
show  how  faihfuUy  the  evangelists  sought  to  reach  the  indi- 
dual  soul.  To  every  man,  who  both  loves,  and  respects,  the 
sacred  human  personality,  personal  dealing  is  a  delicate  and 
difficult  task.  To  some,  who  are  afflicted  with  extreme  shyness 
and  self-consciousness,  this  work  is  often  most  trying.  Yet 
it  must  be  done.  By  courteous  approach,  by  sincere  kind- 
ness, by  sympathy,  by  tact,  a  way  must  be  found  into  the 
he\rt,  the  conscience,  the  sacred  centre  of  personal  life.  The 
reports  tell  of  rebuffs  and  rudeness,  but  they  dwell  more  on 
the  astonishing  willingness  of  men  to  be  spoken  to,  and  they 
warrant  the  inference  that  the  element  of  simultaneity  in 
•vangelistic  work,  that  is  the  conducting  of  special  servi-es 
l^  all  points  in  a  district  at  one  and  the  same  time,  creates 
-  what  may  be  tcr--.ed  a  psychological  atmosphere,  in  which 
this  mopt  precious  of  all  labors  may  be  carried  on,  with  greater 
care  and  effectiveness. 


Difficulties 
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It  would  be  entirely  inaccurate  to  represent  the  Kootenay 
as  on  tiptoe  of  expectation,  ready  with  a  joyiul  welcome, 
flocking  in  crowds  to  the  services,  and  so  forth.  There  was 
much  preparation,  there  was  eager  desire  on  the  part  of  very 
.many.  In  some  cases  there  was  a  wonderful  readiness  on  the 
part  of  the  whole  community.  But  ^here  were  many 
hindrances  in  the  way,  and  Manydifficult.es  had  to  be  faced. 

The  rrports  do  not  whine  about  these ;  nor  do  they  speak 
in  any  harsh  or  censori<5us  spirit  of  the  publJc  life  of  British 
Columbia  ;  nor  do  they  delight  in  lurid  and  spectacular 
statements  ;  and  above  all  they  betray  no  note  of  unbelief, 
eith  r  in  God,  or  in  human  nature.     But  they  do  mention, 
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as  matter  of  fact,  the  prevalence,  in  greater  or  less  degree,  of 
such  evils  as  the  following  : 

(i)  Religious  indifference,  and  want  of  interest  in  the 
higher  concerns  of  man's  moral  and  spiritual  life  ;  a  kiud  of 
chill  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  do  earnest  work. 


Ill 


(a)  Disregard  of  the  I<ord's  Day  as  an  opportunity  of 
worship  ;  and  the  use  of  it  for  recreation  and  sport  and  gain  ; 
often  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  Lord's  Day  Act. 

(3)  The  Power  of  the  Liquor  Trade — ^with  the  inevitable 
results  of  intemperance,  drunkenness  and  kindred  evils. 

(4)  The  presence  of  the  brothel  with  its  "  scarlet  \\omen" 
and  their  ten  times  more  numerous  patrons,  "  scarlet  men," 
in  some  centres  "  segregated  "  and  officially  "  tolerated  '' 
and  so  institulior-alized  in  the  community  life,  with  aU.  its 
deadening  and  demoralizing  influence  on  moral,  social  and 
religious  conditions. 

Of  one  mining  camp,  the  record  is  :  "  There  is  only 
one  hotel  in  the  town.  It  rents,  we  are  told,  for  about  $1,200 
per  month  ;  and  it  is  said  that  sometimes  more  than  that 
amount  is  taken  over  the  bar  in  one  day,  especially  if  it  were 
pay-day.  The  drinking  is  simply  appalling."  The  influence 
of  the  men  in  the  liquor  traffic  is  startlingly  out  of  proportion 
to  their  personal  worth.  The  drinking  men  think  they  are 
their  best  friends  ;  and  the  business  men,  who  are  not  drinkers 
are  afraid  of  them,  lest  they  withdraw  their  patronage.  In 
another  place  "  Beer-drinking  is  excessive.  A  club  has  a 
bar-room,  which  is  constantly  occupied,  and  on  Sunday, 
especially  immediately  after  pay-day,  the  drunkenness  is 
terrible.  The  manager  said  that  we  could  have  the  Club 
Hall  for  our  services  on  the  Sunday  after  pay-day,  because 
*  the  men  are  too  drunk  to  do  any  business  that  day.'  " 
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In  another, — "  Drinlfing,  blasphemy  and  gambling  are 
terribly  prevalent."  The  following  statistics  as  to  threr 
contiguous  points  are  sadly  suggestive  : 

In  one  place — populativ^n  about  a  50 — there  are  two 
saloons. 

In  e.nother — population  about  100 — there  are  three 
saloons. 

In  another — population  about  100 — there  are  four 
saloons. 


The  report  giving  these  figures  proceeds  : 
"  Small  as  these   hamlets  are,   prostitution  exists 
them,  and  in  one  the  red-lights  are  visible  every  night." 
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^  Another  missioner  writes  :  "  Beer  was  another  obstacle. 
In  two  weeks  of  our  stay,  two  box-cars  of  beer  wert.  con- 
sumed. As  a  result,  many  of  the  miners  live  in  hovels,  wiMle 
their  wage  would  entitle  them  to  live  in  better  than  ordinary 
homes." 

It  is  needless  to  multiply  instances.  The  proof  is  over- 
whelming that,  not  the  native  wickedness  oi  the  men,  but 
the  liquor  trade  itself,  creating  temptation  and  fostering 
appetite,  is  the  greatest  hindrance,  not  merely  to  religion, 
but  to  civilization,  throughout  the  whole  Kootenay.  Not 
piety  alone,  but  patriotism,  calls  for  severe  restriction  of  the 
trade,  and  in  particular  for  the  abolition  of  the  bar.  It  is 
astonishing  that  the  Government  do,  3  not  more  energetically 
seek  to  enforce  the  existing  law  and  thus  reduce  at  least  the 
evils  and  abuses  of  the  system.  It  is  little  wonder  that, 
where  conditions  such  as  these  exist,  the  local  ministers  and 
workers  have  their  faith  and  patience  severely  tried,  and 
that  the  Campaign  should  be  met,  at  the  outset  at  any  rate, 
with  suspicion,  and  even  actual  hostility. 
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(5)  Socialism  of  the  anti-religious  and  fanatical  type. 
This  does  not  exist  to  any  extent  in  faming  or  fruit-ranching 
communities.  In  mining  camps,  however,  it  abounds. 
What  this  brand  of  socialism  is,  it  is  not  easy  to  say.  It 
does  not  seem  to  be  based  on  knowledge  of  economic  laws,  or 
on  a  deep  consideration  of  social  problems.  One  report  ca'ls 
it  "  Veneer  Socialism."  In  any  case,  however,  it  prejudices 
those  who  are  possessed  by  it  against  religion,  and  makes 
them  bitterly  hostile  to  the  Church,  which  is  regarded*  by 
them  as  the  ally  of  tl  -}  hated  capitalist.  One  report  says  : 
"  Before  the  services  commenced,  a  large  majority  of  the  men 
expressed  themselves  as  in  favor  of  '  turning  down  '  any  one 
who  came  to  camp  in  the  interests  of  religion.  Almost  to  a 
man,  the  miners  here  are  Socialists  ;  and  they  believe  the 
Church  must  be  opposed,  because  the  Church  and  Capital  are 
allied." 


The  barrier  of  suspicion  and  hostility  is  all  but  insuper- 
able. The  reports  are  heavy  with  the  burden  of  it,  e.g.  "  The 
missioners  were  heart  sore  that  the  mass  of  the  men  would 
not  listen  ;  and  were  plainly  rebellious  even  against  courteous 
invitations." 

This  terrible  chasm  between  the  Church  founded  by  Jesus 
Christ,  and  the  class  to  which  He  belonged,  exists  as  a  chal- 
lenge to  all  who  profess  to  be  His  followers,  and  His  Church 
ought  to  devise  some  means  of  meeting  it.  Of  course,  not  all 
the  Socialism  of  the  Kootenay  is  of  this  type. 
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RESULTS 

The  reports  are  very  reserved  in  their  statements  under 
this  head.  The  writers  are  well  aware  that  spiritual  results 
cannot  be  tabulated,  and  that  the  value  of  the  work  done 
must  be  tested  by  time.  They  make  no  attempt  to  dress 
up  their  narratives.  When  they  failed,  they  acknowledge 
it  with  sorrow.  When  success  followed  their  labors,  they 
mention  it  to  the  praise  of  God.  Always,  they  thank  God 
tliey  were  permitted  to  have  part  in  an  enterp-ise  so  vital, 
and  so  spiritually  remunerative  to  themselves.  They  gained, 
not  the  graft  their  Socialistic  critics'  imputed  to  them,  but 
such  precious  things  as  these  :  Rebuke  of  spirit,  especially 
for  cowardice  ;  discipline  of  soul,  in  the  crucifixion  of  self, 
and  the  humbling  of  pride  ;  increase  of  faith  through  behold- 
ing what  God  wrought  ;  the  joy  of  the  ministry,  in  watching 
the'  passage  of  sinners  from  death  |ato  life. 

The  following  statements  give  some  idea  of  the  issues 
of  the  Campaign,  but  they  are  not  to  be  taken  as  complete 
or  final.  The  divine  Life  cannot  be  compressed  into  para- 
graphs. 
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Blessings  in  Anticipation 

The  fact  that  the  Campaign  was  coming  awoke,  as  was 
noted  in  the  outset,  a  spirit  of  intercessory  prayer,  which 
was  already  a  revival  of  a  very  real  and  precious  kind.  The 
preparation  was  itself  one  of  the  greatest  results  of  the  Cani 
paign.  "  The  advantage  of  simultaneity  as  regards  the 
promotion  of  intercessory  prayer  is  very  great.  When  at 
the  same  time  churches,  schools,  societies,  households  and 
individuals  over  a  wide  district  are  bending  their  thoughts 
in  prayer  to  the  same  object,  and  pleading  the  promises  in  the 
same  great  Name,  one  of  the  primary  conditions  of  spiritual 
blessing  js  „secured.  During  this  Campaign,  the  necessity 
of  thorough  preparation  has  been  made  plain  ;   and  it  has 
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been  demonstrated  that'the  unity  of  Churches  and  Christiant 
is  of  supreme  importance.  Personally,  I  have  found. the 
privilege  of  presiding  over  the  United  Committee,  including 
the  clergy,  and  representing  the  membership  of  all  the 
churches,  one  of  the  happiest  experiences  in  a  fairly  long 
ministry."    These  words,  which  are  from  the  report  of  a 


A  PkMpeaot  Openug  Up  •  Gold  Omib 

member  of  Kcotenay  Presbytery,  indicate  that  the  spirit 
of  prayer  and  of  brotherly  love,  evoked  before  the  Campaign 
began,  must  be  reckoned  as  one  of  Its  noblest  fruits. 
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The  DiMrming  off  Crltfclsm 

Nearly  all  the  reports  mention  that  there  was  a  measure 
of  criticism  to  be  overcome.  One  man  gave  expression  to 
the  popular  mind,  when  he  said  "  They  had  no  use  for  those 
old-time  rip-and-tear  camp- meeting  services. ' '  There  seemed 
almost  everywhere  to  exist  painful  memories  of  revivals, 
in  which  hysterical  emotionalism,  accompanied  by  physical 
demonstrations,  have  been  a  conspicuous  feature. 

It  took  some  time  to  convince  the  public  that  the  mis- 
sioners  were  not  working  for  that  kind  of  result,  and  that  a 
revival,  deep  and  true,  might  come  without  excitement. 
But,  i:i  time,  this  lesson  was  taught;  and  throughout  the 
Kootenay,  a  new  attitude  toward  religion  in  general,  and 
evangelism  in  particular,  does  prevail  to  a  very  large  extent. 

A  few  testimonies  may  he  quoted  : 

. "  A  deep,  widespread  prejudice  against  this  method  of 
work  has  been  overcome  ;  and  thus  the  decks  have  been 
cleared  for  a  more  prolonged  and  more  vigorous  campaign 
of  this  nature  in  the  future." 

"  Indeed,  the  Campaign  did  little  more  than  thus  remove 
objections." 

The  report  from  which  the  above  sentence  is  quoted, 
proceeds  :  "  The  interest  steadily  increased  from  the  start, 
and,  had  the  missioners  been  ph^e  to  remain  longer,  it  would 
have  continued,  and  the  een  swept  with  religious 

enthusiasm." 

"  All  the  old  objections  against  evangelism  have  no 
bearing  in  the  present  case.  This  is  a  new  sperlss  of  evan- 
gelism which  I  hope  will  be  the  only  kind  hereafter  employed." 

The  Campaign  did  much,  when  it  changed  prevailing 
antagonism  into  respect  and  goodwill.  "  The  Church  and 
the  cause  of  religion  have  received  a  position  of  prominence, 
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which  they  have  never  before  attained.  The  spectacte  of 
people  assembling  in  hundreds  night  after  night  to  listen  to 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  was  a  new  thing  in  our  cities." 

"  Ac  a  force  in  the  community  for  good,  the  Chui  cb  is 
now  to  be  reckoned  with.  We  are  now  a  strong  minority. 
Before  we  had  no  cohesion.     Now  we  are  united." 

In  several  cases,  the  opposition  took  very  violent  forms, 
but,  before  the  mission  was  over,  it  had  been  replaced  by  a 
more  genial  feeling  "  The  last  week  of  the  mission  came, 
and  we  felt  a  difference  in  the  atmosphere  all  round.  On 
the  street,  the  men  began  to  look  at  us,  and  bid  us  good 
morning,  as  if  we  were  men.  The  people  began  to  be  quite 
friendly,  and  no  more  hostile  demonstrations  were  heard  of." 
Here  are  three  cases  from  one  field.     "  The  worst  saloon 

in  the  place  is  kept  by  a  man  from  — • — .     On  the  arrival 

of  the  missioners,  he  had  a  piece  of  doggerel  verse  posted  in 
front  of  his  saloon  making  game  of  preachers  in  general  and 
evangelists  in  particular.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  he  acci- 
dentally met  the  evangelists,  and  seemed  much  impressed 
by  the  fact  that  they  were  both  exceptionally  big  men 
physically.     He  was  cordially  invited  to  attend  the  meetings  ; 

and  when  Messrs.  and went  to  his  saloon  to 

give  invitations,  he  had  the  offending  verses  pulled  down, 
and  not  only  came  himself,  but  brought  his  bunch  right  out 
of  the  bar."  At  another  point  in  the  same  field  :  "  Two  of 
the  saloon  keepers,  and  all  the  bar-tenders  came,  even  a3 

though,  a''     expressed  it,  some  of  the  rertiarks  about 

the  booze  '  hurt  their  feelings.'  "  "  Another  incident  was 
typical  of  the  change  in  attitude  manifested  by  many.  Before 
our  arrival  at  one  of  the  points  where  services  were  conducted, 
a  young  mining  engineer,  a  university  graduate,  announced 
that  he  would  not  allow  the  evangelists  to  set  foot  near  his 
mine.  Before  the  week's  meetings  were  done  at  that  place, 
he  was  insistent  that  they  must  find  time  to  visit  his  mine, 
and  speak  to  the  men." 
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In  another  place  :  "  Public  opinion  paid  many  fine 
tributes  to  the  short  Campaign.  Two  men  offered  to  guaran- 
tee the  expense  of  the  evangelist,  if  he  would  return  a  year 
hence,  and  conduct  a  month's  meetings.  A  Roman  Catholic 
lady  said, '  Religion  is  in  the  air  since  these  meetings  started.' 
A  man  in  the  shipyard  said,  '  Th'^  men  are  talking  about  the 
meetings  at  their  work.'    The  hotel-keeper  said, '  Bar  business 

is  on  the  bum  since  Mr. arnved.'     A  poor  unfortunate 

who  swore  off  drink  for  twelve  months  said,  '  Our  reform 
would  be  easy  if  we  only  had  a  leader.'  At  the  station  as  wie 
said  good-bye,  a  prominent  man  said,  '  You've  touched  every 
home  in  the  community.'  "  , 

In  another  place:  "  A  pron^inent  member  of  society,  a 
card-player,  had  accepted  an  invitation  to  a  card  party,  but, 
on  hearing  that  the  meetings  were  to  continue  past  the  date 
of  the  party,  went  to  her  hostess  and  cancelled  her  acceptance . 
Her  hostess  remar'red,  '  I  did  not  think  there  was  religion 

enough  in to  affect  a  card  party,'  and  commended  her 

friend  for  what  she  had  done One  lady  expressed 

her  delight  at  the  meeting,  and  said,  '  I  have  been  so  preju- 
diced against  modern  evangelism  that  I  have  stayed  away, 
but  the  meeting  has  been  so  delightful.'  Many  were  like  her, 
and  ere  the  Cami^aign  -losed  were  vying  with  each  other  to 
see  who  could  do  most  to  make  it  pleasant  to  the  evangelists." 

In  yet  another  place:  "  The  interest  gradually  spread, 
and  a  remarkable  feature  was  the  absence  of  sneering  criticism 
from  any  quarter.  The  local  weekly  had  heralded  our  coming 
in  uncomplimentary  language,  and  asked  what  would  be  left 
after  the  shouting  had  died  away.  But  the  type  of. evan- 
gelism that  was  encouraged  finally  changed  this  style  of 
criticism  into  actual  praise,  and  the  next  editorial  was  very 
friendly  in  tone.  Presbyterian  people,  too,  who  distrusted 
the  old-time  revivalism,  that  had  so  much  of  the  hysterical 
ii.  it,  said,  '  This  appeals  to  us  1     It  was  simply  straight 
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preaching.     There  was  no  mistaking  the  aii  of  profound 
seriousness  that  seized  the  people.'" 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  attitude  of  the  Press  was 
friendly  and  helpful.  "  The  Church,"  says  the  report  from 
Nelson,  "  was  deeply  indebted  during  the  recent  Campaign 
to  the  Nelson  Daily  News,  for  the  large  space  devoted  day 


One  of  the  Open-Air  Meeliiigt  of  the  Cempaign 

h  day,  for  weeks,  to  reports  of  the  work.  Such  newspapers 
a^  the^Rossland  Miner,  the  Grand  Forks  Gazette,  etc.,  were 
most  kindly  in"  their  attitude.  The  enterprising  publisher 
of  the  sheet  called  The  King's  Business,  at  Fernie,  did  unique 
and  admirable  work  in  special  journalism." 
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As  afclosing' instance  of  the  public  mind  ^toward  evan- 
gelism, mention  must  be  made  o£_the  banquet  tendered  by 
thelFernie  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Missioners  who  had  been 
conducting  the  Campaign  in  that  city,  together  with  Mr.  E. 
G.  Chapman  and  Dr.  Shearer.  Similar  banquets  were  given 
in  other  centres.  But  Fernie  led  the  way.  About  loo  of 
the  representative  citizens  gathered  about  the  festive  boards 
to  honor  these  men  of  God.  Never  before  was  religion 
honored  by  such  men  in  such  a  manner  in  Kootenay.  Every 
speech  and  song  was  frankly  and  warmly  religious,  and  not 
only  listened  to  with  attentive  interest,  but  warmly  ap- 
plauded. These  hard-headed  business  men,  whether  them- 
selves religious  or  not,  felt  called  upon  to  openly  express  their 
high  estimate  of  the  "  economic  value  of  character  "of  the 
type  produced  by  the  religion  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Awakening  Among  Christians 

Had  this  not  been  a  definite  result  of  the  Campaign, 
it  would  justly  have  been  reckoned  a  failure.  Through  the 
mercy  of  God,  however,  this  result  did  follow  in  every  place 
where  the  mission  was  held. 

"  There  has  been  a  very  general  and  widespread  awakening 
of  professing  Christians  to  their  duties  and  responsibilities 
....  I  am  informed  that  simultaneously  with  the  Campaign, 
a  deeper  interest  in  religion  was  exhibited  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  this  City.  In  this  respect,  we  can  all  rejoice 
together." 

"  The  most  remarkable  thing  in  connection  with  these 
meetings  is  the  awakening  of  professing  Christians.  All  the 
Churches  have  felt  this.  Speaking  for  our  own  Church,  I 
can  say  that  the  services  were  never  better  attended.  The 
morning  service  has  more  than  doubled,  and  everything  is 
better.  The  choir  is  larger  and  more  enthusiastic.  The 
congregational  singing  is  better,  because  the  congregation  is 
intensely  interested." 
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Individual  testimony^to  the  same  effect  is  not  wanting. 

"  I  did  not  realize  that  I  was  shifting  so  far  away  from 
my  Lord  ;  but  with  the  help  of  God,  I  am  going  to  Ixy  and 
do  all  I  can,  though  it  seems  hard  here.  I  will  try  to  do  as 
near  as  I  think  Jesus  Christ  would  have  me  do." 

"  You  "know  how  ot  is  likely  to  get  careless,"  says 
another  writer,  a  member  of  the  Church  of  England,  "  and 
as  people  say  grow  away  from  grace  in  this  Western  country. 
Then  the  Church  here  has  been  rather  discouraging,  and 
although  this  should  not  make  a  difference,  it  invariably  does. 
We  all  feel  delighted  with  the  change  you  have  brought  about, 
and  hope  to  see  a  more  profitable  work  this  summer." 

The  directions  in  which  thi.  renewed  life  is  showing  itself 
are  :  (a)  attendance  upon  ordinances  ;  (6)  carefulness  in 
Christian  conduct  ;  (c)  personal  work  for  the  winning  of. 
souls  ;   (d)  prayerfulness. 

Restorations 

The  reports  are  full  of  references  to  persons  coming 
back  from  wandering,  to  the  faith  that  had  once  been  theirs, 
and  the  Church  in  which  once  they  had  been  at  home. 

One  report  tells  of  an  old  man  of  seventy-three,  a  back- 
slider for  thirty  years,  who,  at  a  men's  meeting,  publicly 
renewed  his  allegiance  to  Christ. 

Another  instance  is  this  :  "  One  day  a  young  rancher 
rode  twenty-two  miles  from  his  ranch  and  stayed  over  night, 
attending  the  meeting.     He  was  the  son  of  a  Baptist  minister 

in ;  he  had  been  a  professing  Christian  once,  but  had 

lapsed  during  his  life  on  the  ranch.  The  meeting  that  even- 
ing gripped  him,  and  he  again  took  his  place  among  the 
confessors  of  Christ.  The  brightness  of  his  frank  manly 
confession  showed  how  glad  he  was  to  come  back." 
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A  story,  at  once  pathetic  and  beautiful,  is  told  of  an  elder 
who  had  long  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  Church,  who  was 
so  deeply  convinced  of  his  own  unworthiness  that  he  withdrew 
from  the  eldership  and  even  from  membership.  Before  the 
Mission  was  over,  however,  the  word  of  God,  which  had 
wounded  him,  also  led  him  into  healing  and  Ught. 


Cases  of  Conversion 

Conversions  are  what  evangelism  seeks  for,  what  it  is 
supposed  to  effect.  Yet  it  is  precisely  in  connection  with 
narratives  of  alleged  conversions  that  the  greatest  care  has 
to  be  taken,  lest  God's  wiy  with  a  soul  be  mistaken,  and  lest 
too  much  be  spoken,  for  truth  arul  delicacy,  or  too  littl6 
declared,  for  the  glory  of  God.  In  nothing  do  these  reports 
show  better  than  in  their  reticence,  their  brevity,  and  their 
absence  of  dogmatism. 

The  cases  which  are  recorded  may  be  divided  into  three 
classes  :  (o)  Those  who  have  been  redeemed  from  the  power 
of  some  special  sin — most  commonly  intemperance  ;  or 
from  a  long  period  of  indifference  and  Godlessness.  Of  such 
are  the  following  : 

"  A  man  very  active  in  gambling  and  drink  remained 
the  first  Sunday  night,  and  assured  us  with  tears  that  he  had 
read  his  Bible  that  day  for  the  first  time  in  years.  Before  the 
close  of  the  meetings  he  and  his  wife  yielded  themselves  to  the 
Lord  in  a  beautiful  testimony.  He  will  be  a  power  for  good 
by  reason  of  his  position  and  influence  in  the  town." 

"  A  young  man  was  asked  :  What  have  you  been  doing 
lately  ?  His  reply  was  :  Working  for  the  saloon  1  He 
explained  that  he  had  been  spending  as  much  as  $90  over 
the  bar  in  three  nights.  But  now  he  said  :  No  more  for  me  I 
His  testimony  was  very  bright." 

"  A  great  many  came  out  and  decided  on  the  last  Sun- 
day night  :   A  woman  who  had  a  bad  history  behind  her, 
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and  was  indeed  a^fugitive'from  justice  ;  a  man  from  Spokane » 
who  had  been  living  with  a  woman  who  was  not  his  wife 
and  had  deserted  her,  strolled  into  the  church  ;  and  was 
taken  hold  of  by  the  Spirit  of  God  and  brought  to  repentance, 
promising  to  marry  her  whom  he  had  forsaken  and  lead  a 
respectable  life  ;  an  old  soldier  who  had  been  going  down 
hill  as  fast  as  he  could,  was  laid  hold  of  by  God  that  night 
and  made  a  clear  decision." 

"  After  an  address  on  the  Liquor  Trade,  the  Missioner 
asked  those  who  believed  this  traffic  ought  to  stop,  to  rise, 
when  90  per  cent,  of  the  audience  rose  to  their  feet.  After 
the  service  was  over,  a  young  man  came  to  the  Missioner, 
and  said  :  '  For  years  I  have  sold  thousands  and  thousands 
of  dollars'  worth  of  this  stuff  over  the  bar  ,and  I  have  drunk 
it  myself,  but  now  I  have  done  with  it  forever.'  'But,' 
said  the  Missioner,  '  you  must  go  further,  you  must  become  a, 
Cluristian.'  *  Well,'  was  the  reply, '  I  am  willing  to  do  that'  ; 
and  there  and  then  he  gave  himself  to  Christ." 

"  An  old  timer,  born  in  New  England  States,  acknowledg- 
ed that  for  forty-seven  years  he  had  not  been  inside  a  church. 
Meeting  him  one  day  in  the  bar-room,  when  we  went  to  invite 
men  to  the  meeting,  we  urged  him  to  seek  the  pearl  of  great 
price.  It  was  delightful  to  see  him  attend  the  meetings 
regularly,  and  acknowledge  his  readiness  to  follow  Jesus." 

"  About  a  week  after  the  services  commenced,  seventeen 
people  stood  up  to  express  thei^  willingness  to  accept  Christ, 
and  to  lead  a  Christian  life.  The  meeting  was  felt  by  all  to  be 
one  of  unusual  power,  and  the  young  missionary  bowed  his 
head,  and  sobbed,  out  of  a  thankful  heart. 

"  Among  the  converts  was  one  man  who  was  a  physical 
wreck  through  whisky  and  the  indulgence  of  sexual  passions. 
He  had  not  been  in  a  church  for  nineteen  years.  His  conver- 
sion was  remarkably  bright,  and  the  change  in  conduct  and 
face  was  convincing  to  all  who  Wn^w  him. 
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"  Another  of  the  new  converts  was  down  and  out.  He 
had  lost  as  much  as  $80  in  one  night '  boozing  and  gambling.' 
He  had  spent  $90  which  his  old  father  had  sent  to  him  to 
bring  him  home.  TJiat  his  conversion  was  genuine,  even  the 
liquor  men  admitted.  An  amusing  proof  of  his  change  was 
given,  a  few  days  after  it  took  place.  A  broncho  kicked  his 
rig  to  pieces,  and  the  Missioner  overheard  a  woman  say 
'  Bill's  a  Christian,  you  bet !  He  never  cussed  a  word  ; 
two  weeks  ago  he  would  have  made  the  air  blue,  if  that 
mix-up  had  happened.' 


A  FALLEN  GIANT 
Lumbering  in  Britiih  Colurobia 


"  One  of  the  worst  lads  in  the  whole  district  came  out,  and 
his  reformation  was  said  by  a  former  minister  to  be  the 
*  miracle  of  the  whole  business.' 

"  One  man  said,  with  a  profusion  of  oaths,  tl  "it  he  was 
having  hard  times,  for  his  hired  man  had  got  religion,  then 
his  wife,  and  now  even  his  little  children^wer*  talking  re- 
ligion." 
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*'  One  man  over  eighty,  came  to  the  meeting  one  night, 
under  the  influence  of  drink.  Later,  he  came  under  deep 
conviction  ;  and  finally  came  cut  strong  and  clear." 

A  few  sentences  is  all  there  is  room  for  of  a  letter  which 
is  a  true  "  human  document."  It  is  not  correct  in  grammar. 
But  it  rings  true. 

"  I  made  a  resolve  to  attend  the  meetings.  I  was  at  the 
end  of  my  rope.  I  could  go  no  further.  I  Hstened  ;  eagerly 
did  I  listen.  I  heard  that  at  one  time  you  were  a  booze 
fighter.  You  know  how  it  came  about.  Christ  could  save  from 
sin,  so  you  told  me,  and  that  by  accepting  Him  your  desire 
(no,  that  mad  appetite)  had  left  you.  I  wanted  to  stop 
drinking  very  bad.  A  new  life  was  what  I  wanted.  You 
said  to  accept  Jesus  Christ  was  the  only  satisfaction.  I 
believed  your  words.  I  accepted.  Simple,  so  simple  ! 
Thank  God,  there  was  a  calm,  a  peace,  a  joy  came,  I  never 
knew  before.  I  am  a  changed  man,  I  tell  you.  I  am  saved. 
I  know  it.     God  bless  us  all  ! 

"  I  tell  you  the  blessed  truth,  though  it  is  so  short  a  time 
since  I  rolled  my  burden  upon  Christ,  I  have  not  even  wished 
for  liquor  or  tobacco.  I  do  not  miss  them  a  particle.  On  to 
victory — more  battles — more  victorit.  because  we  fight 
under  the  banner  of  the  living  God." 

(6)  Those  who  have  been  delivered  out  of  some  exceeding 
darkness  of  soul,  from  unbelief  or  deep  perplexity. 

Such  cases  are  not  numerous,  and  do  not  lend  themselves 
to  narrative. 

In  mentioning,  and  giving  a  brief  analysis  of  one  such, 
the  Missioner  dwells  on  the  great  difficulty  of  such  cases, 
and  urges  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  delicacy  in  handling 
them.  A  coarse -minded  man,  or  one  whose  methods  were 
stereotyped,  and  mechanical,  would  do  nothing  but  harm. 
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(c)  Those  who  have  been  called,  not  from  conspicuous 
evil,  but  in  the  midst  of  an  upright  and  honorable  life,  to  con- 
fess Christ  before  men,  and  serve  Him  amid  their  ordinary 
avocations. 

Some  of  these  are  noted  in  the  reports — men  of  high 
standing  in  the  community,  whose  influence  will  be  a  power 
for  good  among  their  fellows.  It  is  worthy  of  remark  that 
in  these  cases,  though  there  had  been  no  outward  course  of 
sin,  there  was  very  deep  repentance,  a  conviction  of  sin's 
sinfulness  even  more  profound  than  that  of  those  who  had 
been  saved  from  sensual  vice. 


Work  Among  Young  People 

In  most  places,  special  attention  was  paid  to  the  children . 
The  stereopticon  was  used,  ind  the  interest  of  young  people 
in  pictures  was  appealed  to  with  great  success.  Many  of  the 
children  confessed  Christ  with  intelligence,  simplicity  and 
courage. 

One  record  states  that  "  a  large  number  of  young  people 
have  come  joyously  forward  to  first  communion."  Much 
caution  seems  to  have  been  observed  in  dealing  with  young 
people  ;  and  not  all  who  professed  faith  in  Christ  were 
admitted  straightway  to  the  Table  of  the  Lord.  In  one  little 
mission,  of  a  companv  of  six  who  constituted  the  first  com- 
munion roU  in  its  history,  two  were  young  girls  in  teens,  most 
interesting  cases.  One  of  these,  a  bright,  humble,  earnest 
disciple  was  repeatedly  taunted  by  her  own  mother,  and 
sorely  tried,  but  is  standing  firm  and  hungrily  feeding  on  the 
Bread  of  Life.  The  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed,  and  thy 
new  congregation  organized  in  a  disused  bar-room  ! 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  wide  field  exists  in  the 
Sunday  Schools  of  our  Church,  East  and  West,  and  there 
seems  to  be  room  and  need  for  men,  specially  gifted  and 
trained,  for  the  work  of  evangelism  among  children. 
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The  Increase  of  Memberriiip  in  tht  Churches 

The  number  of  accessions  to  Church  membership  b  not 
an  infallible  proof  of  the  success  of  evangelistic  work.  But 
in  the  Kootenay,  it  may  be  taken  as  a  more  reliable  index  of 
real  spiritual  results  than  it  would  be  in  the  more  conven- 
tional East  Church  membership  means  more  in  British 
Columbia  than  in  Ontario  or  Nova  Scotia.  Hitherto  our 
congregations  in  the  Kootenay  have  had  very  few  com- 
municant members.  As  a  result  of  the  Campaign,  accessions 
of  60%,  and  even  of  150%,  are  noted. 

A  pastor  says  :  "  In  my  own  Church,  we  have  had  a  re- 
markable experience.  Last  Sabbath,  seventy  new  members 
came  in.  Many,  who  joined  by  certificate,  had  never  been 
in  our  church  before  the  meetings.  They  were  lapsed  Presby- 
terian Christians.  I  believe  all  will  stand  hereafter  for  Christ. 
At  least,  I  will  always  be  able  to  approach  them  from  the 
point  of  view  of  their  membership,  and  their  open  profession 
of  Christ,  should  they  ever  stray  from  their  present  position." 

"  It  has  been  a  very  happy  time  of  fellowship  and  wel- 
a»me.  Within  a  month  of  the  beginning  of  the  meetings, 
upwards  of  30%  were  added  to  our  roll  of  communicants. 
From  this  point  of  view  I  am  thankful  for  the  work." 

"  One  Missioner  dwells  on  the  importance  of  having  the 
mission  culminate  in  the  celebration  of  the  Eucharist.  He 
urges  that  it  forms  an  opportunity  of  confessing  Christ,  on 
the  part  of  new  converts,  while  at  the  same  time  it  approves 
its  Divine  intention  in  deepening  the  spiritual  life  of  all 
believers. 

This  course  was  f  jUowed  in  several  churches,  amongst 
others,  Nelson,  where  a  very  happy  scene  was  witnessed.  The 
Oldest  member,  a  retired  minister  of  91  years,  "  rose  and  with 
overflowing  heart  welcomed  the  young  communicants,  bid- 
ding them  stand  fast  in  the  Lord,  and  giving  them  his  patri- 
archal blessing.     Never  in  his  long  ministry  in  the  Old  Land 
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had  he  seen  so  nuiny  come  forward  in  this  way  to  confesa 
Christ,  and  he  rejoiced  with  the  pastor  in  the  blessed  fruit 
of  the  Campaign.  The  congregation  were  deeply  moved,  as 
they  watched  the  young  people  press  forward  with  glad  faces 
to  shake  hands  with  the  veteran  who  was  welcoming  them 
to  the  Christian  service.  It  was  a  scene  never  to  be  forgotten 
by  those  who  witnessed  it." 

Quickening  of  the  Social  or  Civic  Conscience 

Tiie  late  Dr.  John  Watson  (Ian  MacLaren)  said  the  next 
revival  would  be  ethical  in  tone  and  result.  This  remark  has 
been  verified  in  the  Kootenay,  where  men  have  been  roused 
to  think  and  act  for  the  common  weal.  "  This  work  had  been 
already  in  progress  throughout  British  Columbia,"  says 
another  pastor.  "  The  plain,  strong  messages  of  the  evan- 
gelists have  set  many  thinking  as  never  before.  The  uniting 
of  the  forces  making  for  the  realization  of  Christian  principles 
has  given  fresh  courage  and  hope.  During  the  progress  of 
the  meetings,  there  seemed  to  be  a  feeling  of  awe  or  reverence 
in  the  air,  and  many  who  had  been  regardless  seemed  inclined 
to  exercise  a  stronger  self-control.  Now  every  good  cause 
seems  to  have  received  a  fresh  impulse,  and  large  under- 
takings for  the  good  of  men  seem  less  difficult.  I  may  specify 
in  Nelson,  the  establishment  of  the  long  desired  Y.M.C.A., 
now  on  the  eve  of  accomplishment,  the  advocacy  of  the 
Laymen's  Missionary  Movement,  and,  as  elsewhere  in  Koo* 
tenay,  the  enthusiastic  formation  of  Moral  and  Social  Reform 
Councils,  with  influential  men  forming  the  membership. 
These  have  much  difficult  and  trying  work  before  them,  but 
they  will  attempt  it  in  a  spiritual  and  moral  atmosphere, 
which  has  been  changed  for  the  better." 

Unity  Among  Christians 

As  previously  remarked,  the  Ca'^^aign  was  wholly  non- 
sectarian.     It  proved  a  great  bond  of  union  among  Christian 
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people  of  every  branch  of  the  Church  of  Christ.  The  docu- 
ment now  to  be  transcribed  deserves  an  honored  place  in 
the  records  of  the  Kootenay  Campaign 

Nelson,  B.C.,  May  and,  1909. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  as  members  of  the  City  of  Nelson 
Executive  of  the  Kootenay  Campaign,  desire  to  express  our 
sense  of  indebtedness  to  the  General  Assembly's  Committee 
on  Evangelism,  and  to  the  brethren  who  co-operpted  with 
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them  in  organizing  the  present  Campaign.  We  rejoice  in  the 
quickening  of  religious  interest  manifest  throughout  the 
Kootenays,  and  in  the  uplifting  effect  of  this  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  churches,  and  the  prosecuting  of  Moral 
and  Social  Reform.    We  are  grateful  for  the  high  quality  of  the 
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Evangelists  who  are  carrying  on  the  work,  and  whose  excellent 
and  varied  gifts  hav^s  been  faithfully  and  diligently  exercised 
among  us. 

We  appreciate  the  happy  opportunity  which  has  been 
afforded  us  of  working  together  in  the  cause  of  our  Lord  and 
Master.  And  we  earnestly  pray  that  the  blessing  of  God 
Almighty  may  rest  upon  this  work,  and  make  it  very  fruitful 
of  good  for  many    days  to  come. 


(Signed)     J.  T.  Pbrouson,       '• 

Minister  of  St.  Paul'$  Prtabyterian  Ch. 

Fred  H.  Graham, 

Rector  St.  Saviour's  Church   (Anglican). 

John  A.  Strone, 

Pastor  of  Swedish  Mission  Church. 

R.  Newton  Powell, 

Pastor  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church. 

A.  N.  Frith, 

Pastor  First  Baptist  Church. 

Joseph  K.  Gosling, 
Adjutant  S.A. 

The  uniting  of  Christians  is  a  thing  to  praise  God  for. 
There  is,  however,  another  aspect  of  this  unity,  which  should 
be  adverted  to.  The  geography  of  Canada  makes  the  realiza- 
tion of  political  or  of  spiritual  unity  difficult.  East  and 
West  tend  to  break  awa>  in  sympathy  from  one  another.  In 
Christian  work,  ministers  and  missionaries  in  the  far  West  are 
apt  to  feel  as  though,  in  their  loneliness,  they  were  being  lost 
to  sight  and  memory.  The  Campaign  brought  to  all  such 
the  assurance  that  they  are  cherished  in  the  thought  and 
prayer  of  the  Church  throughout  the  whole  Dominion.  It 
was,  as  it  were,  a  hand  stretched  out  to  help  them  in  their 
Se.lf -sacrificing  and  arduous  labor. 
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It  would  be  a  mistake  to  repreient  the  Campaign  at  a 
gift  from  the  East  out  of  its  spiritual  and  financial  abundance 
to  a  poorer  West.  The  churches  which  shared  in  this  service, 
whether  by  gifts  of  money,  or  by  sending  their  pastors,  or  by 
intercessory  prayer,  were  themselves  beneficiaries.  They 
have  gained  the  new  vision,  the  broader  sympathy,  the 
fuller  life,  which  are  among  the  reflex  benefits  of  all  true 
missionary  enterprise. 

Thus  East  and  West  unite  in  wonder,  love  and  praise, 
and  magnify  the  Lord  together. 


THE  FUTURE 

Most  of  the  reports  close  with  an  outlook  toward  the 
They  agree  upon  such  points  as  these  : 

at  Evangelism  has  vindicated  itself  as  the  great 
busius  .he  Church. 

(b)  That  the  success  of  the  Campaign  must  be  secured  by 
earnest  effort  to  develop  what  has  been  begun  ;  not,  indeed, 
by  an  exact  repetition  of  the  Campaign,  or  a  slavish  imitation 
of  its  methods,  but  by  any  instrumentality,  which  the  special 
needs  and  conditions  of  the  separate  fields  shall  require. 

(c)  That  our  Church  possesses  within  her  own  ranks  men 
of  distinct  gifts  for  evangelism,  and  that  means  should  be 
used  to  make  and  train  these  gifts. 

(d)  That  Evangelism  demands  men  of  high  intellectual 
and  spiritual  power,  and  that  the  work  of  the  Church  in 
British  Columbia  calls  for  men  of  the  first  rank,  and  can  never 
be  effectively  dene  by  the  untrained  and  the  inexperienced. 

The  report  from  Nelson  contains  several  weighty  para- 
graphs, which  deserve  careful  study.  "  As  regards  the  future, 
it  is,  I  believe,  the  prevailing*opinion  here  that  the  General 
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Aisembly  was  wisely  guided  in  appointing  a  Committee  on 
Evangelism,  and  that  the  Committee  has  been  wisely  guided 
in  making  such  admirable  arrangements  as  have  been  worked 
out  in  the  Kootenay  Evangelistic  Campaign.     It  is  impossible 
for  us  as  a     .'esbytery  to  meet  in  time  to  send  any  resolution 
to  the  General  Assembly,  but  I  am  certain  that,  if  we  would 
■end  any,  it  would  be  of  joyful  thankfulness  and  of  high 
appreciation  of  the  Committee's  work.     This  being  the  re- 
trospect, we  would  look  forward  with  confidence  to  the 
AssemUy  joining  with  us  in  thanksgiving,  and  resolving  to 
continue  such  work,  and  to  develop    it  throughout  the  Pres- 
byteries.    While  we  owe  much  to  the  experience  and  gifts 
of  the  Chapman  Band,  we  have  found  that  within  our  own 
Church  there  are  men  highly  competent    to  work  on  such 
lines  as  they  have  devised  and  recommended.     It  is  not  less 
but  more  of  such  Evangelism  that  the  Church  needs.     We 
have  entered  on  a  new  period  of  the  life  of  Church  and  Nation. 
There  is  a  call  for  large  generosity,  for  fresh  self  sacrifice,  on 
the  part  of  our  professors,  our  ministers,  and  our  congregations 
for  the    development   of  an  evangelistic  specialism,  for  the 
■  utilizing  of  all  the  gifts  which  the  Church  possesses  in  the 
direct  service  of  the  Church  as  a  at  hole.     Our  Western  work 
is  calling  for  the  presence  of  the  ablest  and  tnost  experienced 
of  our  ministers.     Why  should  not  many  of  these  he  set  free 
for  periods  of  months  by  their  congregations,  and  allowed  to 
go  out  to  strengthen  the  missionaries  and  congregations  in 
outlying  and  difficult  fields  ?     Why  should  not  men  of  special 
aptitude  devote  themselves  to  handling  perplexing  problems 
on  the  spot  where  the  problems  are  acute  ?     Why  should 
we  not  have  for  ourselves  in  Canada  such  a  ministry  ■  i  song 
as  the  'Chapman  Band  exercise,  who  set  whole  populations 
singing  the  Gospel  ?     Why  should  raw  lads  from  College  be 
plunged  unaided  into  communities,  in  which  it  would  take  our 
best  equipped  and  most  matured  minds  to  meet  them,  in 
ordinary   conversation,    not   to   mention   prearbng  ?     Our 
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Church  Evangelism  must  be  a  deep-reaching,  wide-cultured 
influence,  exerted  by  all  the  best  in  the  Church  on  all  that  is 
most  needy." 

Certain  things  ought  to  be  done.  They  will  be  difficult, 
but  they  are  not  impossible. 

(i)  The  Church  must  lay  upon  itself  the  obligation  of 
Evangelism  as  its  primary  duty. 

(2)  The  Church  must  betake  itself  to  prayer,  as  the 
essential  condition  of  power  in  service. 

(S)  Ministers  of  high  standing  and  distinct  ability  must 
be  found  to  volunteer  for  service,  for  specified  periods  ;  and 
their  congregations  must  set  them  free  for  such  work,  and 
pay  all  expenses  connected  with  it. 

(4)  The  Home  Mission  Charges  of  British  Columbia,  of 
Northern  Ontario,  and  other  frontier  territories,  must  be 
manned  by  men  of  mature  mind,  trained  ability,  and  wide 
experience  ;  men  of  strong  personality,  and  proved  power. 

Higher  salaries  than  any  now  paid,  must  be  paid  ;  and  a 
scheme  of  finance  devised  to  meet  the  increased  expenditure. 

(5)  Special  training  in  Evangelism  must  be  provided 
in  our  Colleges,  so  that  all  candidates  for  the  ministry  may 
be,  in  some  measure,  prepared  for  what  will  be  the  greatest 
work  of  their  lives. 

Men  must  be  sought  out,  and  trained,  as  experts  in  special 
lines  of  evangelism,  e.g.,  among  working  men,  whether  miners 
or  railway  men,  etc.  Men  must  be  found  competent  by  train- 
ing to  handle  the  special  problems,  economic  and  ethical 
which  are  forced  to  the  front  in  all  Home  Mission  work,  and 
in  every  evangelistic  movement. 

Certain  kinds  of  work  can  most  effectively  be  done  by 
women.  The  absence  of  trained  women  workers,  e.g.  to 
help  in  the  rescue  of  the  lost  of  their  own  sex,  was  severely 
felt  in  the  Campaign.     This  defect  must  be  remedied. 
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The  Service  of  Song  demands  experts,  and  these  must 
be  provided  out  of  the  vast  amount  of  unused  musical  talent 
which  exists  throughout  all  classes  of  Society.  Wealthy 
congregations  should  send  their  highly  paid  singers  tf)  help  in 
evangelism,  and  cheerfully  bear  the  cost. 


A  Typical  Cowboy  of  the  Foothills 


(6)  Arrangements  must  be  made  to^help  localities,  where 
a  successful  Campaign  has  been  carried  out,  to  do  the  neces- 
sary "  follow  up  "  work,  A  wise  plan  would  be  to  hold  what 
might  be  described  as  "  Institutes  of  (.'hristiun  Instruction, 
and  Training  in  Service."  Or  it  might  be  found  expedient 
to  lead  some  public  movements  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Lord's  Day,  for  the  abolition  of  the  bar,  or  for  the  suppression 
of  the  social  evil.     The  efforts  of  local  workers  would  need  to 
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be  supplemented  by  such  help  as  laymen  of  special  gifts,  as 
well  as  ministers  or  college  professors,  might  be  able  to  render. 

(7)  A  large  policy  of  Evangelism  should  be  conceived, 
so  that  the  work  may  not  exhaust  itself  in  a  series  of  spas- 
modic efforts,  but  proceed  systematically,  and  without  inter- 
mission, in  the  endeavor  to  reach  every  part  of  our  great 
Dominion,  ar.;  to  touch  every  class  in  the  whole  community. 

Whatevt  r  plans  may  be  adopted,  or  whatever  efforts 
may  be  macl^,  u\e  wisdom  and  power  are  of  God.  To  Him 
we  must  go  in  trustful  prayer,  and  to  Him  we  must  leave, 
in  deep  submission  and  adoring  praise,  all  the  issues. 


ADDENDUM 

The  Plan  of  the  Campaign  and  the  Workers 

The  plan  of  the  Campaign  was  to  occupy  the  territory  in 
two  parts,  each  Campaign  lasting  about  three  weeks  in  most 
fields,  the  first  for  the  most  part  covering  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  field,  and  including  the  following  places  : — 

Place.  Minister  or  Missionary       Evangelistic  Misaioners. 

in  Charge. 

Xaber Rev.  J.R.  Munro.  Rev.H.  A.BerlLs. 

■•>.     L     /-I      .  -D       txT  ixT   «u»k.^.,„.,         / Rev. Thurlow  FrasT. 

Pincher  Creek Rev.  W.  W .  Aitcheson.       |  j^j^.  jj  jj  Lowry. 

r>  1  Tj«,.  T  VT  M..r.M.„  J  Rev.  A.  E.  Mitchell. 

Coleman Rev.  T.  M.  Murray.  -j  j^^  ^jy^^,  McBretney. 

„    ,_      ,  Ai     t  u  u  _.;„  /Rev. W.G.Brown. 

CoalCreek Mr.  J.  H.  Martin.  \  Rev.  F.  A.  Robinson. 

*  (Rev.Jas.O.Buswell. 
Fernie. Rev.  H.  R.Grant.             *■{  Messrs.  W.  W.  Weaver  and 

*  (Fred.  W.Davis. 

Cranbrook Rev.  Chas.  O.  Main.  1 1  Mr^j.  W.  Reynolds. 

...  xf    Ti        D  .  „  y  Rev.  W.  D.  Reid. 

Moyie Mr.Thas.  Paton.  \  Rev.  Walter  Russell. 

Oreston Mr.  Norman  E.  Read.  Rev.  Prof .  Kilpatrick. 

*  rRev.  Dr.Granstaff. 

Nelson Rev.  J.  T.  Ferguson.        ^  ^^Jj^l.Z^''- 

*lMr.  John  A.Thonason.  ' 

Kaslo Rev.  Allan  Simpson.  {  w^^'t!  Af\Sj.* 

Nakusp Rev.  Mark  Danby.  R«v.G.  A.  Woodside. 
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The  second,  covering  the  territory  lying  north  and  west, 
and  places  omitted  from  the  First  Campaign  in  eastern 
territory,  as  follows  : — 

Place.  Minister  or  Missionary  EvanReliKtic  Missioners. 

in  Char(ie. 

New  Denver  \  „       „   „  r^-,  /  Rev.  Thurlnw  Fraser. 

Silverton         > Rev.R.  H.Oilmour.  \  Mr.  R.  H.  Lowry. 

Field Rev.  F.  W.  Kerr.      /  I  Mr.  T.  A  .Woods. 

/Rev.  A. h.  Mitchell. 

Trail Vaoant.  \Mr.  Wm.  McBretney. 

•  fRev.J.O.Biwwell. 

Re  Rev.J.  A.  Dow.  *{  Mr.  W.W.  Weaver 

^^  t  I  Mr  F.W.  Ha  VIS. 

Oa*t 

Ehol  Mr.  R.  W.  McVey.  Rev.  F.  A.  Robinson. 

""""'■*'  ^  ♦(Rev.Dr.GranstafT. 

«»"'1F-''^ Rev.  T.G.  MacLeod.         :|r;-^jO.^F.  Pu{,hj^^^^^ 

,^       .  T,       o  T      J-  /Rev.H.A.Berlis. 

liioenix Rev.  S.  Lundie.  *  ■>  Mr.  J.  J.  Lowe. 

•  ,  T,       «  TN  «  XT  ^        *  rRev.  D.S.Toy. 

Owwiwood Rev.  M.  D.  McKee.  |  »  p^^.  q  ^  Woo<lHide. 

Midway Rev.  Allan  Wilkie.  i        ^,  \  ^^^  j  ^^  Reynold.s. 

i  Rev.  W.  D.  Reid. 
Michel Vacant.  \Rev.  Walter  Russell. 


Two  other  fields  were  occupied  in  a  Third  Campaign, 
namely  : — 


Place. 


Hosiiier.  •• 

Yitiir       ) 
i^alnio     / 


Minister  or  Mi.s.sionarv 
in  Chartte. 

Mr.  John  Hyde. 

Mr.  W.G.Blake. 


Kvangelistic  Miasioners. 

/  Rev.H.A.Berlis. 
\  Mr.  Wm.  McBretney. 

.   Mr.  T.  A.  Woods. 


Mr.  ;;.  G.  Chapman  and  Rev.  Dr.  Shearer  had  general 
charge  of  the  Campaign,  moving  from  field  to  field. 

The  names  marked  with  an  asterisk  (*)  are  Chapman 
Workers  kindly  loaned  by  the  Committee  of  the  American 
Prtibyterian  Church.  ,,j 
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A  GROUP  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  IN  KOOTENAY 

At   leaft   ten   nationalilirs   are  represented :      English,  Scotch,  Irish, 
Welsh,  Canadian,  French,  Gs^iman,  Slav,  Swede  and  F  ussian. 

Twelve  or  more   of  these  older  children  openly  professed  faith  in 
ChriA  during  the  recent  Evangelistic  Mission. 
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The  General  Assemblys  Committee  on  Evangelism 
439  Confederation  Life  building.  Toronto 
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